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ABOUT THE PROPOSED BOOK
The book, INTERROGATING PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING METHODOLOGIES, THEORIES AND PROCESSES: Issues and Lessons for African Local Governments and Policy-makers, is conceived as a ground-breaking PB-research masterpiece, seeking to laying solid academic foundation, and initial base-research for the thematic conceptualization of Participatory Budgeting theories, methodologies and processes. The book is envisioned to form part of a broader research agenda examining the paradigmatic roles and characteristics of PB models; bridging the gap in the literature between PB methods, processes, theories and practice, as well as providing policy-makers with empirically grounded policy lessons in the participatory governance domain.


Using a fresh research endeavour, the publication is intended to serve as a useful conceptual and practical guidance for PB practitioners and policy-makers questioning the many assumptions generally characteristic of PB models, and thus providing useful insights to bridging the gaps of making more-informed choices.

Specifically, the book will aim to:

1. Identify characteristics generally common with Participatory Budgeting models;
2. Explore an in-depth analysis into the scope and structure that informs the ideology, contents, methods and purpose of these models; and finally 
3. Examine policy recommendations that guarantee the realization of successful PB practice.

The book will also aim to expand and promote a reinforced academic frontier for PB concepts and theories in Africa as well as in other parts of the world, especially as it relates to social and public accountability.

 It is expected that the outcomes of this incipient research will contribute to the literature on PB models, theories, processes, methodologies, and participatory democracy, as well as provide a strategic assessment of the use of PB models at the local level in small or large-scale participatory initiative.
 
The corresponding researches and the eventual publication of the book is intended to create, in the long term, a global platform of learning for understanding the possible prospects and limitations in the applications of PB models, especially as it relates to African contexts (by seeking platforms to establish Africa’s first Participatory Budgeting Study Association).









BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW
With the advent and rapid growth of Participatory Budgeting, it is no more doubt that we are at a critical juncture in the history of global public accountability practices. New sets of rules, practices and innovations are daily springing up globally, new applications of knowledge, methods, theories, processes and technicalities are being researched, tested and proven from different domains, and it is almost becoming a well established fact that a well-functioning public sector that delivers quality public services consistent with citizen preferences and that fosters private market-led growth while managing fiscal resources prudently is essentially considered critical to poverty alleviation and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

Drawing from this precedence, PB practices, literatures and researches are daily gaining momentum adding to practitioners and local people’s knowledge and experiences on the means and tools required to achieving broad-based public accountability and effective participatory democracy. In between these --- experiences are indicating that there is a clear variance concerning the use, understanding, analysis and application of PB theories, methodologies and models, which does not imply a normative agenda where possible applications of these theories or models are considered a panacea to participatory practices.

For didactical purposes, the ideological contests surrounding participatory budgeting theories and models continue and are likely to persist for a long time so long as the common denominating characteristics of these theories and models embraces a diversity of tools, spaces, actors and institutional forms and norms, varying in their degree of formality, flexibility, autonomy and power of application.
 
In the light of these assertions, knowledge available from Neo-liberal economic theorists,  as opposed to debates posed by Radical Institutionalist theorists, suggests that despite the difficulty of making accurate statements about the over-arching effects of these models on actual PB practice, evidences offers some promising paths for identifying an environment of rational, argumentative and reflective debates where active and integrative PB theories and methods could be informed on concurrent perspectives. Even with this, one may be compelled to question: what will be the implications of these, and how should this lack of a participatory dimension be addressed?

The book in this light, proposes to investigate an in-depth foray into the core features defining some of these models, in advancing a strategic guidance to redirecting the unexpected dynamics that the use of such models may engender, observing and analyzing practices/ theories/ methodologies that are applied/ beginning to take place, notwithstanding its embryonic stages of development.













BOOK TARGET AUDIENCE, FEATURES AND BENEFITS
The core target and audience for the book are Participatory Budgeting practitioners, decision and policy-makers and urban managers; the academia and civil society practitioners, who are committed to designing and implementing effective PB methods, models and programmes.
This group is specifically targeted, because they constitute the bulk of people who need and use enhanced PB knowledge; design, monitor and in most cases implement PB programmes within their domains of expertise or localities, and as such require a comprehensive guiding tool, loaded with both well-researched qualitative and quantitative information, in making more-informed choices as far as PB is concerned.
What sets the treatise apart, essentially is the pioneering attempt it will make to providing empirically -grounded knowledge exploring in-depth (with practical samples case studies and illustrations) into the nature, forms and structure characteristic of PB models and theories, using thematic conceptualizations, descriptions and explanations complemented with valuable drawings, charts, graphs and a comprehensive index guide, in locating relevant and new words, cases and strategies.
Though the different cases, theories and models that will be cited in the book may vary enormously among themselves in terms of objectives, impacts, prospects and limits, they will be adroitly illustrative of the richness of the many facets that Participatory Budgeting initiatives can take.
Another value the book will add is the worthwhile comparisons and complimentary channels of learning for practitioners as well as civil society members, with a diminutive fresh approach to budget demystification/literacy, simultaneously offering insightful leads to those core-strategies or applications necessary in implementing successful PB programmes.
Not stopping at these, the book however, will set apart from the global conception that structural changes to theories are provoked by an increasing use in their applications. This gives the book a marketplace credence and worth in terms of its aptitude and depth to providing what is exactly required (with supporting materials) to focusing on success-guaranteed PB design, implementation and monitoring.
The market-need (as well as values) for such a ‘directional and guiding compilation’ cannot be over-emphasized as is pivotal to the independent and systematic spread, acceptance and adoption of Participatory Budgeting precepts from a broad spectrum--- most especially at this periods when the global stakes to promoting, expanding and increasing PB knowledge and practice amongst citizens, practitioners, municipalities, civil and democratic institutions is assuming a concerting dimension --- The commercial-success of such a book is sure-bet guaranteed.
The resulting research-knowledge from the publication will also be disseminated to a broad range of potential end-users in academia, government (e.g., Finance Departments of interested city governments), several organizations and the general public through various interactive learning/knowledge-sharing platforms, documentary videos, special policy briefs, and popular education materials.



BOOK CONTENT OUTLINE AND CHAPTERIZATION
The following research topics outline the core chapters that will be contained in the book. However, a brief description of the major highlights, direction and goals of each chapter are included for an in-depth clarity:

BOOK CHAPTERS:

1. IDENTIFYING AND USE OF EFFECTIVE PB MODELS WITHIN INTERDISCIPLINARY CONTEXT OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY: A Critical Analysis of Selected Case Studies from Africa And Latin America

2. BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE: A Multi-Disciplinary Discourse of Perspectives In successful Participatory Budgeting Experiments

3. CONCEPTUALIZING VOLUNTEERISM IN PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING: Issues for Policy-making, Challenges and Lessons for Development

4. PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING AND GOOD GOVERNANCE: Bringing Promise and Practice to Alignment 
 















CHAPTER DESCRIPTION

1. IDENTIFYING AND USE OF PB MODELS EFFECTIVELY WITHIN INTERDISCIPLINARY CONTEXT OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY: A Critical Analysis of Selected Case Studies from Africa And Latin America

With the espousal of Participatory Budgeting, many democracies the world over is facing an imminent crisis in civic engagement; participation turnout rates are steadily falling in many consultative- governing initiatives. Voters’ apathy and distrust of government are reaching alarming levels. Participatory mechanisms at engaging the citizenry for developments are either ill researched/implemented, unpopular or inadequate. These democratic deficits create complications in addressing critical development, issues of social exclusion, equality and economic dislodgment, and in nurturing genuine citizenship in many multicultural and multi-ethnic municipalities. 

This chapter opens the debate with a thorough expository into the forms, modes and significance Participatory Budgeting practice is assuming in emergent democratic  societies beginning with an avid description, examination and definitions of what a theory/Model is within the context of public participation and public governance. It then further identifies and questions the common denominating characteristics, principles and rationale generally guiding the applications, objectivity and limitations of these models (illustrating with practical PB examples, diagrams, charts, graphs and statistics from selected cases from Africa and Latin America) while making initial attempts at conceptualizing aspects that defines their thematic-functionality.

Drawing from the notion that in concept and practice, Participatory Budgeting as it is, has not been fitting into a single model due to the fact that its exercise represents a range of initiatives incorporating various peculiar characteristics --- The chapter will question the many known and emerging assumptions tied within these scope and conclude with an insightful interdisciplinary analysis of conditions/ lessons/challenges that may emerge in the in-appropriate use of models in PB implementation or programs, signing-off with highlights of scenarios that is sin-qua-non to efficient public accountability practice.

In the overall, the chapter will, as a matter of fact, address the following research questions:  

· How can participatory budgeting models/methodologies/processes become a vehicle for promoting greater citizen participation, transparency, and deliberative local governance in municipalities initiating PB? 
· In what ways or under what conditions can PB models be effectively applied to guarantee successful PB program in multi-cultural and multi—ethnic municipalities?

The subsidiary questions that will get cursory analysis will be: (a) what lessons can municipalities just introducing PB learn from the models of other municipalities abroad that have utilized participatory budgeting successfully? (b) How can participatory budgeting processes result in resource allocations that take into account social justice, gender equity, and the needs and rights of women, ethnic minorities, and children?






2. BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE: A Multi-Disciplinary Discourse of Perspectives In successful Participatory Budgeting Experiments

 With the increasing decentralization of fiscal, political, and administrative responsibilities to lower-levels of government, local institutions, and communities, the notion of participation in PB has taken on greater currency, emerging as a fundamental tenet in the promotion of local governance, but more than ever before too, policy-makers, as well as local PB-champions alike, quite often equate policy intention with policy practice and exhibits a simplistic understanding of the motivations of individuals to participate, which often results in unmatched expectations and lack of realization of set targets in many PB initiatives.

This chapter will aim to bridge the gaps identified within this scope, by questioning and examining factors underpinning the specification and interpretation of these policies in practice, to enable it assess the extent of transformation and the nature of participation.

The chapter will attempt to undertake an international comparative research of participatory budgeting initiatives in Africa and in selected countries of Latin America, Asia and Europe (using '"cognitive maps" that constitute frameworks for action-guidance, interpretation, and justification ) in creating an empirical knowledge-based database of ‘success-guarantee’ participatory budgeting models, thus promoting cross-cultural learning through South-North linkages, and concretizing the popular mantra “thinking globally”.

The chapter’s research will essentially utilize the method of classifying and evaluating the incentives, resources and structures that are critical to providing practical and workable, yet guiding models for municipalities, deep enough in  aptitude to strengthening their participatory mechanisms and responding to their deliberative initiatives, while examining to a larger extent, the underlisted factors that are identified to influencing PB model design:

Institutional factors: Population, Range of Budget, governance structure, Mode of Democracy, Economic Buoyancy, Geographical Accessibility, Resources (financial, material and Human), etc. 
Cultural factors: political culture, local experience & expertise, leadership & followership orientation, People’s social thought, financial planning culture, Language & Ethnic diversity, etc.
Policy factors: local & foreign policies, constitution, legislation practice, consultation process & length, External interpolation & Influences, etc.
Ideological factors: Decision-making standard, Citizens Attitude, etc.

Its treatise will explore and analyse both qualitative and quantitative information available against independent variables such as population base and density of the study- jurisdiction, size of budget involved, and characteristics of the legal framework for budgeting in study- jurisdiction, in order to describe and conclude what generally constitutes workable model for municipalities implementing PB.
 





3. CONCEPTUALIZING VOLUNTEERISM IN PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING: Issues for Policy-making, Challenges and Lessons for Development

In the global context of integrative community development, Volunteerism is a rather novel concept of engendering “empowerment”, a form of social consciousness that is helpful, and promoting independent integrative-action for, existing local development agenda and initiatives, and at the same time, advancing the promise of collective-action in achieving progressive reforms. Nevertheless, the Legal framework for civic volunteerism in many democratic communities differs and varies in their degree of thrusts and viewpoints.

This paper concerns the examination of Volunteerism as a concept and as a strategy, for reinforcing participatory budgeting processes. It focuses on the exercise and application of volunteering initiatives, by considering the values and advantages it portend for Participatory Budgeting practice. The aim is to understand some of the possible prospects and restrictions obtainable through deliberate promotion and awareness thrust for volunteering contributions in PB works at the local level.

Among other aspects, this chapter argues that even though the use of volunteer works and contributions was essential to the success of PB initiative, other factors were also crucial in accomplishing efficient levels of participation and success----- Utilizing the "theory of action" and “theory-in-use" frameworks, it will examine policy & community-level dimensions of volunteerism, activism and participation, giving clear directions on the groping diversities and opportunities that relates with the purposeful-nurturing of Volunteering in PB initiatives. 

Through three streams that capture both baseline and end-line information  at the international, national and local levels, the chapter will assess the significance and impact Volunteering is assuming in recent PB initiatives, as both a supportive and necessary action that provides immense opportunity for citizen engagement,  education, promotion of citizenship, and involvement in civic affairs.

Lastly, the chapter is intended to contribute to the enrichment of academic curricula on issues of Volunteerism in participatory governance; provide information that assist in the building of community capacity for public policy engagement and promotion of citizenship, and help in stimulating the knowledge to creating local alliances and national networks that could support volunteer activities necessary for local development.










4. PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING AND GOOD GOVERNANCE: Bringing Promise and Practice to Alignment 

The objective of this chapter is to discuss, analyze and recommend frameworks of actions and conditions (including resources) that can facilitate and help propel the revitalizing of participatory budgeting and good governance culture in local democracies of Africa, and help address these communities’ social, economic, and environmental problems.

The chapter will open its treatise with extensive data on contemporary governance experiences and gender-oriented expositions in identified PB cases, and thrive on the discussions of how poor families, women, new immigrants and children are affected by budget priorities. It will discuss the preponderant efforts to monitor PB implementations in many African municipalities, and the attendant challenges encountered.

It will attempt to undertaking exploratory exercises in budgetary analysis (i.e., analysis of sources of municipal revenues and allocations of expenditures), policy analysis (i.e., examination of the key actors and factors that shape priorities and decisions in the allocation of public funds), and modeling of locally-appropriate participatory budgeting processes, in order to help bridging the gap between promises and practices in democratic governance.

Notably, it will highlight issues regarding: 

· the scopes of the public works at stake in Participatory Budgeting;
· the salience of PB initiative in many municipalities ; and 
· citizens' perception of their actual impact in the decision-making process


Finally, the chapter will conclude with its discussion of the diversities inherent in population, ethnic mix, budget size and operations in communities, that are appropriate for accelerating democratic promise and practice, through locally-based yet informed by international experiences, thus making available interdisciplinary knowledge for economists, political scientists, geographers, public policy experts, sociologist, historian, planners and educators to enable them utilize first-hand global practices in designing PB models and processes.
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